Background: Although men experience higher levels of illness and die younger than
Islander men has been to take responsibility themselves to improve the status of men's 30 health and play their rightful role as leaders, fathers, uncles, husbands and grandfathers 31 (Briscoe 2000 on the potential learners or students of the course. Units 9 (Male Specific Health Issues) 7 and Unit10 (Chronic disease and male specific health issues) were covered. The overwhelming response across all three pilot study sites was that the course was such as the removal of children from their families and massacres during white 10 settlement, and using strengths-based language wherever appropriate in the curriculum. 2) Men and women working as partners 13 The recommendation by the curriculum developers that female Health Workers should partners and girlfriends, they felt it was 'important that men understand the functioning 5 of the female reproductive health systems too and the things that can go wrong, for 6 example, menstrual cycles and hormonal changes'. This way, they believed, men and 7 women will relate better to each other, thereby experiencing healthier relationships. highlights an urgent need to follow up the current pilot with a more substantive study 5 assessing the medium to longer-term impact of the Male Health Module Australia-wide. 6 This should help strengthen the research evidence-base for Indigenous male-specific 7 programs and spaces. 
